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Nativa ierl us rlccprr int<t thc val1cr.. trn:rfl'aicl. ()ur gazcs sc:rnnetl thr:

nrgccd clitiis and thc cmlrblin{l d.:v:lsf:rticln oia rvar that r,vas slou'ly

bt'irq cot..sriurcd liy errth. tinre, antj illLrr1ol.v, Like tht- alvkrvard swal-

lorving oia fit Ir.lrc [-.i,a paticnt sn:rkc, Soon, lll [l'rc clestructirrn .uvor-r]d 1-.e

in the bellv of thc r-erth. lV ho r.vould rcrrerrLl-rcr'?

Mi<irvar,', :rs tirc velicy nal:ror.r'ccl, Natir.,a stoppod antl slippcci irtrur hcr

s.rddL:, prrllJrig a lirltlerl -tqrrarc of rvlritr- cloth 1l'onr hcr siriiillehas 'Wrcn

rlisrronrrd too. irur tirin Iirnhs glliding to the grouud us srierrrlv iis r binrl

Svnq;v6 l'rc,siilted. rvatrJtirg nle urlirertaii)lv Shc wes st.ronllesr of rrs al[, but

her rrrun,:1, h'ips rerirainc<l frrrlv platrrccl in hcr s:rdrlte- She diii not c:ri:c

ftrr t:ilk of ghcsi.s. ovcl 1r'r thc lrrightrress oia hich srrn Ther, llrctluenrerl

hcr clrcarns too otten, I noritled to rclrssurc irer. an<l rvc Lrorh slirl fi'om

otri horscs :rncljoirred tllr'rn. Netiva p.tuscd :rt a largc qrecn motrncl as if she

kncrrv wb:ri lav beneath rhc i"roven blanket of ert-x Shc absentlv mbbcd tirc.

firhrir. betrveen licr r-lelicrte brown firrlqcrs trt rv.rs onlv ior e Gl,,sr.r]on(Ls, trut. it

scerrit:(l ltr iast forever Nrtiv:r rl,'as nineteerr. only trvo years oliic.r [hln us.

hut shc suddenlv lockcrl nrL-ich olcle:-. Shr: had arturlly sccn rho things u,e

had i.'niv hrrrci stories about l-Ier hcari slrook slightl,v, am1 she walkcd

to,,r'ard a scatlered pilc of ror ks S he bcgan picking up rhc faller stoncs ancl

puzzling thcur l:,;rck irto pl:rce on the F.umble rncr;rorial,

"Wlio rr'as it?" [ :rskt:tl

Ilerlips rollctl riglrt rg;rinst her leeth "His nm.re rvasJcb. t'Iis hc,iiy

r'vas burnccl on ,r lirncral Fyre bccaltsc that's thc I)albrctrtr rn,,ay. hur l bur-

icd his ti-,r, belorrgings here "

IJtrirrr-.:c titaf't the ftiedhoild imy. I thor-lghr, but said nothins. Narlye

didn'r talk rnuch abo.uL hcr lifc hcforc shc bc.can.ic'Venil:rn rnd I Il.rhran.

butlrlidn'tta.lkrrturhatroirtnrycarlierlilbeith<:r Sorne thingsr,r,ere better

ic[r in thc p:rst \Vrerr rrirl Svnovi: shilced unconrfbrt;ibi_u- on rl-rctr

fcet. thcir boois lr-essinE the grass into srn:t11, Ilar circlcs N:rtiyr r.,.asu't

pronc l-o selltinlcllt-;rl dis|l:r.,,s. even if'Lhcy r,vere rltriet ones likc tlris,

.,'ft2ru

. ::-i11.,, i[ thr:i de]avecl her u,ell-planned schedr.rle B

i, irrst likc her rvot'ds thrrt hed tlshcred tls into tilE'

Hc rvas sl,.ecial'?" I asked

i,rc noddcd "Thev all were . RtltJcrb taught lne th:'

. irelped nrc [o survive." Shc- turned, giving us a -rhin
-,c't.rutr]rt al1 of yoLt. Holtefitlly" Her scrutinv solirr-.:

'< ilshe-. cxst :r shado\, bencarir her dark evcs She sI.:

=. if she \r.rore :l seasoned gencral and wc were ht'r .-:

. \vrL-vs. T tupposcd we \rrere. 1lV'e rn'e re Lhe younqe:r ,

. ,.r Rah;tn 'Ihat meant s()n1elh1fl€I. It lrlcant a lot \\ t

::|1e r erlrrd We didn't risr: to thesc positions bccatLse .''.

,' Not nrost o{'t}re trme. arlvway V/e had t.rainin.q arl-

:.-r'restLrd on me tlte lottgest. I was learl ou this nlir-::-

' .j {ij1g r)ot jusi thc right decisjr)ns, but perfecl ones Ti.
t -:r ing success, but kecping evervone safe coo

' Wc'il bc fine." I prc;nriser{.

'Fine," V/ren :rgreed, inrpatienrll' bior,ving a dar< :

..,,i She urantecl to be on her r'vav. The :rnticipatiorl ''

-tJ

S,vrtov6 anxiously trvisted one of hcr lonq periitrlr:

.r frngcts. "Ferttctlv finc. We'rc-"
"I know," Nari,va saici, plrtting her har-rrl utl tl .

:i:rbar:king on :r Iong explattation. "Fine. 
-]r-rst 

retltelllt':

fhe settlcllent {irsr. Hcll's Mouth conres ;rfter ! :

,.rthcr irrforrnation- Cet'uvhat supplies you neerl Ktt':
1r' gei r.here,"

'Wren srrort-ecl 5 1e11, profile lvas cerlainly one :"
-r:rr this time Gclring it",to trouble was llly go;r1 ior -'

Galhping broke r.bc tetrse exchatrge "Natrr-r.l
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V/e turned torvarci Ebcn, his horse kicking up soft clorl-s sIgr155

Syrov6's eyes bngirtencd like thc sun had just rvinkcd ar her from beJrind

a clouil I lc circled around. Itis evcs fixcd only on N;tiy;r "Griz is grum-

bling He w-ants to le:rvc ''

"(iorning." sho ansrve::ecl. thc,l shook out thc sclr:rre ol i:rbr::ic shc

was holding II rvas a shirt A very hantlsorre shirt She t.our:hed thc- solt

iabric to her chcek, thcn llitl it ovct the rock nrernorill "Crirr.as lirrcu.

Jcb," she rvhisperecl "The flnesr "

We reacirccl thc mouth o1'-tlrc valley. ancl Netiva stoppcd rnil lookec'l beck

one last tilte ''I\cnrelrber tltis," shc- sai,:1 ''T\\,c1rt.y thouslncl Ttrat's

hos, rn:rry clied hcre in :r sinqle clay. Vcntlans. -Nlorrighese. arril I)a]ll.et<-h

I didn't krror.v thcm all, but soulcone clid Sorneole rvho rvor:lci brirrg a

ncudorv llorvcr- to rlrcrn if they i'ou111."

()r'.r Crrn.r. lrrrt lr rltLrt

Nori, I kncrv rvhi' Natiye hatl brought us herc'Ihis rv:s bv r.hc quccn's

ordcr .I-oo[ 'lrrkt o .o,ootl lonp lrtok atul remutber tlrc lit't,s lost ]{eaL yeopic th,tt

.\onrcorre kn,ed. Il4irt yor.t go n.bout thc task I houe ilucn yt)Lt, s.t thc tl'r,astitttott

trnd rcnrcntbcr tfiat the1, rii.Ll lVluf ,'otiltl ltappcn agatn Knou whar is at sttkc

l--)rtgotrs cuuttuLlll), illk( (utd trdu.,i.fnnt theit dark ietts.

I brd seen thc urgenr:v in the cluccrr's eyes I had lrearcl it in her voicr:

'fhis rvasn't onh.;rbout the pasr Shc lcared lor the futurc Sorrrething

s,as hrewing, :urd she -was dcsperatc io srop it
J survevetl the raJie1.. T'rorr l disc:rnce. the boncs an(l w:lgons

blended b:rck into a calm sca of .qrccn. hiding the rruth

Nothing \.-as cver quite rvhat it seerncd

:- .::r'i.lrng to hrelk camp w:ls nothirrg ncu H.

: i .ritti. lerrve early, sollle[1]ilcs r-'ven rvhetl tt \\,

:: J jot't of victory over the sun- His horse tr:'

: r-trlLtilictl, xnd thc carnpfire douset] He \.'

.i: rar-rs buckled up bcdrolls and bags

- I -L',r:'s ridc fronr here, we iruould go our 5ef Jrr::

. -' Clivic;r in Morrigban The que en h;rd ncu : , -- -

:: i,.ro[]rcr. thc king, altl shc trusted no otle els: '

- r' \'.r1spre-v she used tbr: other messages Valsprer -

..-:':- [rird:, (]r shol dorl'tt and messages interceptci

.- ir.rl Clriz. Exccpt, pcrhrLps. a quick side tr4l to T:-
- ::'lr *"hv he lvas in sr'rch a h,rry Si'nov6 likerl ri'

, rr'.herrl lhere It aJweys urrde hilll explode jrt tiet-
- . Rahtf,n. but the Rahtan was not the elite, rr-rle :

. There werc lwenty of ns rlorv. A lot of rhln5 ha; -

r::-.1 c:inre to power. ir-rcluding me-

'r!hen I hegan tbJding 1rr1 tcnt, Clriz- came atrcl str.ri

,- -', \\'lrched. I rvas ltre on1,v one \r'ho used i1 tent l1: "'..
,^e ,-rp much roortt, I-{c had h.rlked the 6rst t.ir;re hc h ' -

'..r nlission to:l southern provincr' We dort't t$c tetii) :

.- .r:rste T rernetnbcred the shame l fcit. hr the wee'ks :i -

'.ir huuriliation to dctcrtnination 
'Weakness tr:rclc ' -- .

.'.i,.n1rsed tnyscli. long agrl, I woulcl tlever be :l tJr{i. - j

;. r:uile deep bcn earlt careli l l,v claf[ed :u [ror. I]l sr-l l Ii

Griz's broodinl; sttture cast a lxountainous sh:r.-.-

:r1v folditrg lerchrticlue ntect with Yol.lr approval?' T ,".:.

Ftre said irothirtg

I turned anrl Looked up at hirrr, "Whlt i.t it. C,':--

Hc rtrbbe d hrs hr:rstled chin "Thcre'q ':rls5 oir-r-':'' :

her:e and FIell's Mouth. Empty, Jlaf territorl"'
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ftq I pr{lr 't;3ltl r noi( aprtrr ssJll)t.rrt! LlollautttlJ;ltc}r ol uollttIrtLItnl ]Ptl1

Pilurnl [ 'P.r^\o]Io] IBL[] s)lJr.,\\:rql GI -llJ-ll 
I al(rutls aql Paj.cllrtrtrt..rl I alsD:l:lrP

lalln qtr,,ll prrs p.Jq '::lLD.l Jitl )tuop r,,f olur,\olal utct[]n()s e o] uolsstlti E 1.Io

alro ;)sn J(tr Llors ptr{ rq rturt tsru llt Polltq PEq rH -t-Ltoo,I gtmrr drt clcl

I uP4l :ll '[[trlrs sE;!\ ]i ]11].r P l,\Jsn ulll\ .rttU iitto rlll sE,\\ I PJtiJlEA\ pur

lJpInor{! ,(ru lo.to })()o:]s put ertrp] zrr,) 'tuat .{rtt,Srrrpiq uL:8eq 1 uaq7y1

ortt Suipnlout '-to'ttoil ot aute.t uaatLr

jrll oJUIs p:riltrttl-r ptq s5urr-p;o tol V ^\oo 
sn-;r.l ,(1n3.6, ]lJA\ Jlaql st\\

i))Lro lr r.rJl Punoq-.lr n-I 'Jlrla Jt[]loti sll^\ utlrlll]l ilt[1 ]tlq'1ltlt11']1 [oorl-]'

,plo su/\\ zr-rr) Irlurp ur oPoidxs LtrlLi Jfilrltl s.(t-,*1t 11 'Jr3q]:utsriloir^\\ .'

pEtl oq ttqr rstrl ol palri a,rorriq .A..rrnt1 e Lllns uI str^\ l{ .(qi\.(1qtqo-r.:

sr,\\ Lifrq.&\ 'ur^rllJ.L o1 du1 aprs 1:rnb t 'sdcrllcd 'td;r:rrE 'zr-r'; dols p1rl. '

ilurrlton srerJL[,\\'polder-r..l1ut s;iJtssout PuE o.,\\oP ]otls lo tPjlq lltllo i.

po>l)Elte Jq plnor i.:ds1un 'sJScsscLtl ror,llo lol p3s11 aqs {;,rcis1tn JIll L1r :

tou 'tr,rrArl:rp ol oslJ ouo oti pJlsnll otls pot 'iiur1 crlt'jaqtorq ioq ii,. .

Jlrrls ol p;irlu,\\ Jtls s,t\ru ptq uornb oq1 'trrtl8u-rohJ 1.lt ulL\I') ot PJ;::
!r,.r zr-rrl s,{r,u llr::r:d-lrs "rno of plno,". c-,n';raq rtlo-U Jprl s.lttou uy

siuq pur sllo]prLl dL-r po11:nq sn _l() rs'r-t rr.

(pu:rrlrudttrr p.rqrtr,\\ rH p.)snop orgdtut:;:rq-I pLrrr'pou;nto-t l.tr i::

ir::,1.ltd;(pr:r1: su.\\ Jslorl \lH (tn\ JLI] -r.r^o -il()ilil lc t-tos Jttlo\.--

IrJr st '{rtP IIIts sE,\N }r LIJqA\ Ira^;r sJtllll..rttlos 'L1-re: c,rt')[lror .{l-ll': .]

c)pru ct pJ)tri JH -,t:rr furluot-L:-p,u ahol)r Itrlq ot SurlqirLtu,! ,:

-U
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"Yor-rr point?"

"You'll be dll ri.ght?"

I stood. shov'ing nry tblderl tt:nt into his 'oelly Hc rttok rr lrorn rnc.

''['vc got this, Griz. l{elax "

ilis hcad hobbr:rl in a hesitarrt norl.

"Tbe real qucstjot) js," I added, long lnd drawn out firr eflect, "do

1'ou:"

He eyed rte , Lris brorv furrorveil in a cpcstion, artl then hc scorvled,

reachins lor his sicic

I srrrilcd and held his short d;rgger out to hinr

Hi-c scowl tlirnetl to a rel,-rctalt qrir, al)d he repiaced the tlaggcr

iri its cmprtl, slreath. Flis bushy brorv-q lified, and lrc shook his head jn

:rppr,rval "Stav downr,vintl. 'l en-"

"fen, rny hard-ivon rricknanlc It was his acknorvlcilgrrcnt of con

6Jcnt.' I rr iqglcrl rrrr, l-i nge i'tr1': in rpprecr:rtit'rr

No ooe. espccr:Llly not Gr^iz, would (:ver firrget hor.v I h.rtl earned it
"\'ou rncan upwind. clon'r you?" Eben called

I glarccl :rt lhen. And no onc. especiallv not Eben, lvould ever fbr-

,lct tbat my liFe as F.ahtan bcgan the d;ry I snit iu rhe clueen's face

CHAPTER TWO

6."6:
KAZI

i! (lLiitEN IIAD IiEEN WAI KING TIrL NARROU. .l

-ire llriehtmist qual:ter u'h.:n I spoltcd I'rcr I hacln'r ';.-,:

. jnts r.rnpl3l1rlcd can whisk ris dorvn paths tl:al r"r' :':
' .'.e1. chargitrg our dcstinies:rnd what defrnes us K:-

:', r\illle strcct r:lt, girl rvho clefied thc quecn, Rahtn:'

I h;rd alreacl"y bet:tr shoverl doun onc path uh.'r, .

.r,i' I spit in tlre trew qr-1eelis f;tce I u'as sent reeling -.

..rrrerlt hacl nrtt only detrr-retl lry fut-r-lre. hitt [hc :-..
:.-.ironse-l snrilc trad deflne d her reiqn IJcr irt ' -'

,-.rbbard at hcr stde. A bre;rthless crorvcl lr;rci tviitt-'.

..,.rppeLr. They knew u-hat lr'oulc'l hrve lrappene.l i'.- '

Kourizar, I raorrld l-rayc alrerd,v beer. lyirig headle" . :

,rliJc hacl frig;hteni:d utc trlore th:rn i[stre h:ri1 c]r:r.: '..

lr th:u. nlorncnt. with ccrraintii, rhat thc o1d Vet-Ltl; I .: .

l;rte w:ts gouc. ancl I worrld nevcr get it back aq.rjl J -

."Vhcnshe]carriec1IbadnoLairrj1vtosL111l1]li]:.
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r,vlro had grabbed rne to bring me along to Slncrurr l-Iall I thoLrglrt I

\,:ls -co verv c.lcver b:ri.k tlten -I-oo clcver ltor tlris yourrg clrrc.en I r",,us

olevcn years oIqrit anrl qr:ovc1 by thcn, ancl impervior,rs to rl] intcrloper

I rvr-.r.rld outv,it. hcr,just es I did cvcrvolle clse It rv;rs liy rerilr:r:rfter all

I had all nty fingertips xr]d a rcpritetiolr to llo rvirh therl [n rtre strects

of \/enila. che y called rnc "-len" r,vith rvhispcrecl rcspercr

A conrpletr: serr o['finscrs r,r,;rs lcgcndar)'lor a rhief. or:rn allegcil thiei
herause if l had ever beeir caught wirh stoler goods, ruy nicknanle w()uld

h:rvc been Ninc l-lrr ci;1ht qr-rarti:rlords r.r4to dispensetl the punishrricrrr

tor stcriing had a diflcrcrrt nar.ne lbr me 'j-o thern, I was thc Shadou,rnlker.

hccansc e\/en Jl lrigh nor-.n. t-hcysworc. I cor-rlc1 coljlrre t sh:rdow t<t srr':rl-

lt>rv n.re up, A {eu, cven nrbbccl hiddcn rrntrrlcts when they saw illc colll
'ing. But..1ust es uscful as the shadorvs was knorr.irrg the scretcqics of
street. politics lnd personalities. I perlcctetl nry. r:raft, playing rhc qr-ier-

terltrrds an<l nrerc.lrar.rts :rgarnst or)e tnother as if I rvas a ruusician ancl

Itrey wr:re r:ruc1e cjrunts runrhlir-rg bclceth rnr. hanc]s. rnakirrg one hoast

to ?rotlrcr that I had ncver prllleal anythini{ ovcr on hirn. nrakilg rhern

rrll fccl so very sr.))ert, cvcn a-s I relievcd thcn'r of iterns I couirl pr-rt ttr

bct[cr usc clsc."vherc- Thcrr eqos \\'.rc lllv.rccomplices Thc tlvisting

lllevu,ay-s. tunncls. :rrid .atw;rlks r.verer wherc I learned nry trade. arrd rny

stonrach \\,:rs rny relentlcss t:tskmaster. Ilut rhert- was another kind of
hungcr that drove lne to(), :r hunger lbr ansv,ers [hat. rvcrc not as easily

pltrckcd liour rhe',vare: of a b]o:rted iord 'I-hat \\/as niy deepcr, derker

r;rskir aster

I]ut lrccarrsc of rtrr: que en, Lltnost ovemiqht I lvitnr:sse d nry rvorld

dissolvjnq I had stlrvud ancl i.larvecl nly w:r),to this pr-rsitior. No one

\\'as going to t:rkc it front nre. Ihe cramped, u'intling streets of Venda

rverc all I lr;rd evcr kno'uvn, :rncl its r.rncielw.orld rvas.rll I '-rndcrsloorl. Tts

m€Dlhers rvcre i ,:lospcratc r:oalitiou rvho :rpprr'ct.rtcd the r,r,arrr-rth of itorsc:

durrg irr Nrn[er, a kuiit ir :r huriap sack eni] the tra'il of spilled srain it lc'fi

^8*

r.i. titc' scowl of e riupecl lucrcharlt rcalizing he \\ i:
' rrkt'L-r)r. if I rvas tceling punltive, lhe rl'hole chicr.

:.,-,1 r.valkcd ar^.':ry lvich biggcr and noisrcr things

I ljkcd to sry I stole only because of hunger. b'.i'

:' .rinics I stole frc,'tl tlic iluert.erltlrcls just to rr:rkc

i. rl()re nriser;rble. lt rllecle llle \\'onder, ifI evet l.-
'.r rould I cut off fingcrs to secute nly pllcc t | -j

,,rr, T hail 1earnct1. cot:id be just as sedtlctivc as a \\.i.:

'.. tire smull bit I wielded over Lhcr'l w:lS So111ctltl,::

- . iL'rl

\\,'ittr r:clv trc:rties s.igrled arnong tlic kingdonrs .ri1,r'

':iL.- (llrn Larrteux, .)ne bv onc those wilolu l thir-ve.i i

ir. liv.- in witle-opctr sp;i(-'os l-o hegin nerl' llves I l.'e

' r'.r flrppir-rg [catlrerlcs,* wilgs. sutlilctlly useless' but trl,

' j scttlcrlle 11l in tlrc rnitldle of tlorvltere w:rs solllethl

, It rvas sorlt'thing I r,rtild liot clo. I lcarncd thrs uhc:

.,-l tr:rvr:led.itrst l short tiistr;rr:e beyolrcl ttre Senctu::

.rr)s\\,r'is thar had cl'.rdc-d tllc When I lookcd b:rck .- -

r:r 'lnil sa\1. thet I lv:ts :t tncre speck in an r:rtlptv l;::'.'

.'reathc .rnd t-irc sky slvir:led in dizzv currents It hit rr. :

.., Jvc. 'I'l)cl:e lv:ts rtowhere lo hiile No shador,vs to nlr-:

: , duck bchincl or stails to tlisappcar Ltt)clo'r- there s:..

..rnclli] irr clse sr.rtncolle c;lule filr ule- Tltere uas l'i. :'

.li rll.'['he structu]:c of rtry rvorld \Yas gonc -',1-,. fl.r, :

ii alls---:rn11 I floatccl loosc, utttc-thol-tlcl I barel1' n1.,.'- .

.lrcl nc'v'er leii again

I krcw I rvoulcl rot sttn'it'e in a u,orld of opel i1.

.1.r.:en's face had bcctt nry iutilc st:ib at savirtg the er.: .

out Mylile hadaireadybcenstoleLr once. I rcluserl i' -.

irut it hrrpperretl -ir.Lst. 
thc sanlc,. Sottle rising tidcs c.1111,'' -
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